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I chose this quotation because International House has completed almost 
twenty years of service to its residents. As the Foundation Warden, one is 
entitled to feel some pleasure and pride that a Dream has come true.
The dream had its beginnings th irty  years ago.
A survey conducted by the Rotary Club of Brisbane in 1954 disclosed that 
many of the overseas students studying at the Queensland University were 
living in unsatisfactory accomodation and did not have the fac ilities  of 
meeting and mixing with Australian students. Students from the same 
country took fla ts together and continued to speak in their own language. 
They had lit t le  appreciation of the Australian way of life, or we of theirs, 
and the problems of understanding English, related to their studies, were 
further increased.
It was therefore decided to establish International House, as a 
co-educational college w ith a maximum of 150 students, half of whom 
would be from overseas countries and half Australians. The idea was not a 
new one. International House, Brisbane, was the second established in 
Australia, the f irs t being in Melbourne. Three others have since been 
established in New South Wales and one in Western Australia.
The concept of an International House started w ith the idea of one man, 
Harry Edmonds, the General Secretary of the Y.M.C.A., New York, who, when 
walking up the steps of the Columbia University said "Good morning" to a 
Chinese student. The student stopped and said "Thank you - you are the 
f irs t person to speak to me in three weeks I have been in New York." This 
caused Harry Edmonds and his w ife to invite students to their home. For 
"Sunday Suppers" as this grew to larger proportions, the idea of an
International House, was born.
I t  has not always been easy. The older established colleges looked upon i t  
as a b it of a joke - a w ierd experiment based on no re lig ious fa ith . We 
were d iffe ren t from them w ith  our w orld -w ide  aims and ideals, a concept 
some found d if f ic u lt  to accept. However, thanks to the contributions of 
our students over the last 20 years, we are now both accepted and 
respected.
Internally, we have suffered and survived events which were po ten tia lly  
destructive. In order, there were the tensions created by the 
Indian-Pakistan war, the confrontation between Malaysia and Indonesia, 
and the s p lit  between Malaysia and Singapore. Fortunately, the ideals of 
internationalism  curbed the na tiona lis tic  tiger.
Perhaps, most crucia l, fo r a ll our students was the Vietnam war, the 
eventful fa ll of Siagon and the consequent d isruption to the fam ilies  of our 
Vietnamese students. During that agonising time, many of our Austra lian 
students who were most c r it ic a l of Austra lia 's  partic ipa tion  in that war, 
did the ir utm ost to o ffe r what support and com fort they could to the ir 
fe llow  residents from Vietnam.
For the 20 years, International House has provided opportunities fo r 
Austra lian and Overseas students to live together, hopefully breaking down 
the barriers of -  colour, na tiona lity  and re lig ion  which tend to seperate 
man from man.
It is to be hoped that the s p ir it  of in ternationalism  fostered over tha t last 
tw enty years w il l  enable our "Ex-Internationals" to enlighten th e ir own 
people about other nations and the ir problems. I ask that those who are 
s t i l l  here, and those who are s t i l l  to come into residence, to keep that 
contribution alive!.
The concept of international brotherhood, rea lly , is a workeable one. Any 
discrepancy between the ideal and its  practice is, in a large measure, 
correctable by individuals.
That Also remains my Dream!
IVOR M.B. CRIBB
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International House is now at the end of twenty years of operation as a 
residential college, within the University. Over this period approximately 
700-800 students have graduated and left college.
They are now scattered aro und the world and a large percentage of them 
keep in touch with one another and with the college: demonstrating that 
they did form friendships whilst in college and retain their regard for and 
loyalty to International House.
Our efforts this year have been directed towards the completion of the 
building programme, the building of the new dining room and 
administration offices.
In February this year we made the necessary application for the transfer 
of extra land and closure of Rock Street, just above the present entrance 
to college.
There were no objections lodged but there was some months delay before 
the department concerned took any action. We were given to understand 
also that we could qualify for assistance through the Commonwealth 
Employment programme and completed and lodged our application under 
this scheme.
We are now told that there would be considerable delay before application 
was considered and there is not much hope of it being approved.
A committee of business men Is being formed and we will be launching a 
special appeal to commerce for donations spread over, if necessary, a 
three year period.
It was planned to commence building be Xmas and have the most of it 
completed by the commencement of the 1985 academic year, but of course 
this is not now possible.
7
To say the least it is frustrating to have this delay for which there does 
not seem to be any legitimate reason and in spite of the fact that we have 
done everything necessary at an early date. The erection of the new 
dining-room and administration offices will allow the present 
dining-room to be made into a general common room and result in the extra 
facility to be available for all students to meet and form their friendships. 
It is hoped that every advantage will be taken to accomplish this.
BERT MARTIN
President, Board of Governors
I suppose that every President begins the year w ith high expectations and 
ideals and soon finds that mention deserve mention In other areas besides 
just physics!. However, I truthfu lly  have to say that I enjoyed running 
I.H.S.C. in 1984 This years general committee worked extremely hard and 
once again I'd like to thank them for their support.
International House is a very special college. When people accept the offer 
to stay here, they have agreed to share this home with others which hail 
from cultures that may be radically different to their own.
Integration and assimilation have always been crucial topics concerning 
I.H. Almost every group enquiring about our college wants to know if 
people are really getting along and i f  the ideals are met. Having the 
experience of four years of college life  and a year of running IHSC, l have 
to say a definate yes to both questions.
The goal of I.H. is to promote brotherhood between different cultures. This 
college believes in the individual and the importance of their particular 
culture. It provides the opportunity for people to mix and make lasting 
friendships if  they choose too. Some may say that residents from a 
particular country "stick together” and that there is l it t le  mixing between 
these "blocks".
However, looking beyond these groups, which usually arise from the 
security of sim ilarity, many individuals have integrated w ith those from 
different cultures and have taken the time and e ffo rt to establish 
friendships which last well after they have le ft college. Also, its 
important to recognise that the real success lies in the exposure of people 
to the varied ideosyncrasies of different cultures which w ill lead to 
tolerence and acceptance.
I suppose that putting 150 people of relatively the same age under one 
roof is just asking for trouble. Some of the 'trouble' include the numerous
9
waterbombs (many residents especially engineers!) have worked out some 
ingenious ideas), stealing a victims underwear and hanging it up outside 
the diningroom and of course, filling up someones room with newspaper!.
As you can see, college life is not purely study but provides a rich 
environment for downright fun. When you leave college, you’ll be taking 
with you friendships as well as those special memories that make college 
what it is. At college, not only are there people you can borrow notes and 
receive academic help but, there is always someone around to socialize 
with.- whether it be a coffee break, playing squash or relaxing at the pub.
So, there you have it in a nutshell- Ì.H.- conglomeration of people from all 
over the world, learning to live together and enjoying every minute of it. 
The attitudes, the particular atmosphere and the type of antics changes 
each year with each new influx of people. I enjoyed being president this 
year because of you-the people in college during 1984.
i I Í R Í F
To date there have been 5 Sunday Supers, from the Seychelle Is, Finland, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Australia, with another 2 dinners proposed. I 
would like to thank all the people who participated in the presentation of 
these meals as they were all of high quality and a pleasant alternative to 
the college diet which can become somewhat repetitive.
The original concept of Sunday Supper's was to provide an evening when 
discussion would take place between the Warden and the collegians 
concerning matters of political and social interest in different countries 
throughout the world. It has been admitted that it was not uncommon for 
the discussion to become quite heated at times, but nevertheless a 
beneficial discourse existed between the participants.
In the first supper of the year I showed a film which discussed some of 
the social and political problems of Malaysia, after where complaints 
were received from students at college. The fear which most complaints 
had, was one of 'stepping on other peoples toes.'
I think it's a shame that people reject discussion or awareness of 
confrontational issues, but to keep the peace and harmony in college. I 
reverted to the normal Sunday Suppers of previous years which take the 
format of presenting a culinary identity. The only deviation from this will 
sometimes be in the way of a travel log. So far this year $7 of the $180 
allocated to the dinners has been spent.
Although not part of the V.P. duties, earlier this year I tried to introduce a 
scheme of inviting Guest Speakers at formal dinner. The idea has a few 
logistic problems, but after taking a questionarne, the most obvious 
problem is peoples lack of interest. To the 7% of people at college who 
responded, I can only recommend that they look for forums of discussion 
elsewhere.
It is  w ith mixed feelings that I let mum button up my school sh irt, I'm a 
big boy now -  I'm going to school. My f ir s t  uniform, lovingly pressed, is  a 
l it t le  bit big -  but I'll grow into it (so I’m told). A ll my books are ready to 
put into my lit t le  bag, complete with "Star Wars" name tags and a ll neatly 
covered in brown paper; Mum did it, but I'm a big boy.
I hop up into the front seat next to Dad, “Big change son," he says, "but 
you'll be okay."
"Of course I w ill,  I think - I'm a big boy. Dad parks outside the gate and I 
get out, I turn to wave goodbye - I see Dad has a tear in h is eye -  I alw ays 
thought he was a big boy too.
Well, so begins f ir s t  week, a staccatto of barbeques, parties, meetings, 
parties, dances, parties, Lone Pines, parties, Ice skating, parties, Boat 
trips, parties, Toga's, parties, Gold Coast and rain. I have leftout the 
"early morning run" as I have yet to find the Nazi Sturmbanfuehrer who 
devised that lit t le  scheme, but it w ill be remembered when the time 
arrives for choosing the f ir s t  up against the w all etc.
Well 0 Week is  w ell and truly over and the pace has come under the 
influence (no pun intended) of an equal and opposite force - LECTURES.
I look around at the hundreds of faces around me; so many people -  yet I 
feel a claustraphobic loneliness surrounding me - I check to see if  my 
uniform looks neat, I look around to find Dad, but he has long departed. 
Suddenly I don't feel such a big boy anymore.
ROBERT MCKINNON


Soiree 1984 was a great success. Following in the trad ition  of 
previous years, i t  w ill be remembered fo r  its  abundance of food, 
people, hard work and good times.
The days p rio r to  Saturday, the 11th of August were hectic fo r 
all of the Soiree committee. In the true s p ir it of Soiree, these 
people comprised a number of d iffe ren t nationalities:
ONG BEE SIM (Malaysian) and SPENCER WILLMOTT (South African):
Food Convenors.
LAURA SHEPHERD (American) and RUSMINJAAFAR (Malaysian):
Display Convenors.
DAVID HUNTER (British) and KIM FAULKNER (Australian):
Concert Convenors.
BRYAN SIEBEL(Malaysian) and ERNIE VAN BUIREN (Australian):
Publicity.
JENNETTE FORDAY( Australi an):
Handicrafts
TERESA WALKER( American):
Evening meal.
Mention must also be made of the Cellar Club (DAVID BARMES & 
CO.), who also ra llied  to  the cause.
Each of these people helped to  prove the ideali?) that Soiree is 
all about; that any group of people where ever they are from  can 
work toge ther to  create a working, international environment, 
and that perhaps people are rea lly  'more alike than d ifferent.'
MARIA KRAATZ(Australian)
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Well, 1984 saw 56 eager and enthusiastic "freshers" join us at I.H The job 
of Social Convenor which generally speaking is not an easy one was aided 
considerably by the interest that the f irs t years and most of the older 
students displayed.
The firs t function under the auspices of the newly appointed 'acting' social 
convenor was the Inter-tower Sports. Here Phil Crowe immediately leapt 
to the forefront in I.H. activities w ith a breathtaking display in the annual 
¡ron Man event. Jeff Keir w ith his tower reminiscent, of a m ilitary 
battalion- despite the fact that he did'nt participate in the Iron Man 
contest was not slow to show the rig id ity and control which he was to 
exercise over “F" Tower- and - elsewhere- through the year in all 
fairness they were the most impressive tower
The Dinner Dance was in my opinion one of the most successful of the 
1984 activities Many I.H. residents s t il l take great pleasure in reminding 
me of a rather hoase, forgetful but pleased convenor rounding up his 
committee over the PA at 2 a.m. I am greatful that Mr Cribb was either 
away, very soundly asleep or extremely understanding.
A cold and wet Ice-skating night, followed by refreshments-we found the 
Mi io eventually- preceded the Pre-Swot Vac party. All clad in "what we 
were wearing when the ship went down" We lost one of the band 
members for almost an hour-whic.h increased the convenors blood pressure 
considerably.
The second semiester arrived and soon it was time for the I.H. Ball. At 
9p.m. after a good meal all seemed to be fittin g  neatly into place - then 
the V. I .P.'s sounded up. I couldn't have been sitting at a worse table- Footy 
who might have been critica l even if the Beaties were playing simply 
murrnered, "Oh God, they're not Country and Western are they ??". That 
was one night I definately needed a few drinks. In the end, however, 
everyone seemed to make the most of it and had a good time.
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The Hungi went off very well although the cava didn't effectively drãin for 
some days afterward- and we couldn't get under the Great Court which was 
a little dissappointing. The Video night proved a reasonable idea, although 
the selection of movies might have been better. The Social Calender 
culminated in the Annual Valedictory Dinner in the Dining Room, 
whereafter Rod Besant provided a good selection of music.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all social committee 
members for their extensive support during the year. Also Diane and her 
kitchen staff are particularly deserving of praise for their co-operation 
and guidance. Finally, I wish David and his committee every success in
1985
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On the Saturday of 0 week, we freshers really showed our amazing ability 
and incredible determination in the raft race. We captured third place 
behind Kings in a 'hired' log cannoe and Union, whose raft sunk soon after 
entering the water. Our raft was the only 'real one' to cross the line in one 
piece, thanks to Phillip, Darren and especially Ofa's knots.
The race consisted of an all out food and slop fight (Thanks to the kitchen 
and Simon's supplies from Woolworths, we were able to defend ourselves), 
before and while entering the water . This was a period of aimless 
drifting (mainly in the wrong direction), eventually an exhausting session 
of pushing along the bank followed. The final run to Kings began after we 
added our secret weapon (Rod Besant and the sail from his windsurfer).
Helen Achurch, Helen Rivory and Chi, deserve special mention, being the 
only g irls to enter the murky depths of the Brisbane river. Three oldies: 
Footyhead, Rod and Chi joined us part way through the race, so we thank 
them for their participation.
On behalf of all of us first years, I would like to thank; The Ground and 
Maintenance Dept, The Botany Dept and numerous 'others', unmentionable, 
for their generosity donating the materials for our raft.
BARRY HOPKINS 
NAUTICAL ENGINEER
oaaoaoooooooaa
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Yes, you can believe it, those amazing sports heroes at International House 
actually won games in this Dog eat Dog world of i.C.C. Sports this year. In 
first semester, it was the Men's Hockey team, coached by Graham 
"Charlesworth" Phillips, at the expense of the megalosers- Emanuelle by 
an outstanding score of 3-1. In second semester, we actually won games 
in all events participated (I think so anyway) and leading from the front 
was our Rugby Union team, led by our own Springbok, Virgoe Buckland.
Not only was this stupendous feat achieved, but our sports machine 
defeated teams like Ernanuelle, Union, Emanuelle, Union, Emanuelle and 
numerous others. Adding to the victories of the year, the Cricket team 
also did not lose against Union, and chose not to humiliate the oposition in 
this game of gentlemen by scoring the exactly the same 126 runs as the 
super fortunate opponents.
The rebuilding of the International House sports machine continued at a 
rapid pace through 1984, and the I.C.C. cup will be ours before the year 
3000, give or take 200 years. This year has proven to be the year of the 
individual achievers, sportsman such as Simon McMullen and Virgoe 
Buckland, represent the best talent at our disposal. With their
enthusiasm for their sports, our Volleyball team and Rugby team faired 
well this year and there are brighter prospects in the near future.
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1984, will become another year which I.H. reserved the wooden spooner 
spot on the I.C.C. sports table, but what about 1985 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? .


1984 Was not to be the year when l.H. Women's sporting teams would be 
I.C.C. Champions. The season could generally be described as "a lot of fun 
for a ir ,  and was, generally, a show of good sportsmanship.
Although they did'nt live up to the creditable fourth placing of last years 
team, I'm sure that the other colleges w ill long remember playing the l.H. 
Women's basketball team. Where they lacked in points score, they 
certainly made up for it  in determination and team-spirit. Our two secret 
weapons -  Kris Rolfs and Susie Fletcher certainly kept the other teams 
guessing. Kriss the star rebounder, was also the mastermind behind much 
of l.H.'s strategical play which helped set up some of Barbara Soong's 
outstanding distance shots.
Susie Fletcher's secret lay in her sheer determination to get to the ball, at 
any cost. Her ab ility to be everywhere at once caused many other players 
(including our own Jennette Forday) to scatter in surprise. Joan MacKay, a 
late recruit, proved to be a very accurate shot. Congratulations to all 
other players for good, consistent games.
Many of the other sports proved to be in a sim ilar mold to basketball. 
Hockey, as Laura described it : "The team ran a lot and had a lot of fun!" 
Consistently good players were Kylie Wellings as fullback and Canadian 
Joan MacKay, (who took the field for the f irs t time), as halfback Susie 
Fletcher guarded the goal well ( it  would seem that 5t. Patrick did'nt 
approve of convenor Liisa Isokangas playing this year. Liisa suffered with 
a broken w ris t after attending a “Green Ball" on St. Patrick's Day).
The l.H. Women's sports teams w ill be remembered not for their winning 
ability, but more for their wholehearted partcipation in each sport.
GOOD LUCK NEXT YEAR GIRLS!
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